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From left:!Robert DuBoise sits down with Tampa Bay Times reporters Christopher Spata and Dan Sullivan for
a Reddit AMA session. [CLAIRE MCNEILL | Times]

A year in the making: Go inside our special report,
The Marked Man

This spring, we published a 16,000-word narrative centered on the remarkable life
of Robert DuBoise.!

DuBoiseOs story boils down to this: He was a teenager from a poor family who
spent his time working and, every now and then, getting into trouble with his
friends. Then he was arrested for a rape and murder he didnOt commit and



sentenced to death N !a series of events so surreal that, even after having
DuBoiseOs story front of mind for more than a year, | can still hardly imagine how it
felt. He ultimately spent 37 years in prison.

Of course, if youC)ve readrhe Marked Man, you know there®s more to this
remarkable story. ItOs not just about DuBoiseOs ceaseless quest to prove his
innocence. 1tOs also about how cops and prosecutors got it so wrong in the 1980s,
and the way human errors and biases tip the scales of our justice system. 1tOs
about the men prosecutors now say committed the original murder N as well as
other shocking crimes. 1tOs about the way DuBoise, as well-adjusted as he may
be, will be marked forever by mistakes that werenOt his.

Reporters Dan Sullivan and Christopher Spata made a formidable team. Dan
covers criminal justice and knows DuBoiseOs case, the power players and the
justice system inside and out. Christopher writes culture stories for our enterprise
team and has an amazing eye for the details that make stories come alive.!

Over more than a year, they reviewed more than 11,000 pages of documents

N lautopsy reports, trial transcripts, expert breakdowns of errors in the case. They
went deep N !l mean, really deep N lin newspaper and magazine archives to
bring the 1980s into full color. They talked to more than 50 people,
including!former cops and prosecutors, witnesses and friends. And they spent
many, many hours with DuBoise to understand the man who lived the nightmare.!

We had a few challenges in telling this story. How could we faithfully reanimate
scenes that happened 40 years ago? How could we architect such a complex
story, featuring tons of characters and a half-dozen murders and bureaucratic
inside baseball, so it would read seamlessly? How might we bring readers into the
crushing boredom of DuBoiseOs life in prison while keeping their interest? And
how could we keep the beating heart of the story alive through every tabloidy twist
and turn?

We were driven by the conviction that DuBoiseOs story mattered, not merely
because of its sensational details, but because he wanted what we all want: A fair
shot at justice.

If you havenOt readduBoiseOs storyet, | think youOre in for a treat. ThereOs also
an option to listen to it, if you prefer.!



| have to shout out our amazing visuals team, who contributed striking illustrations
(Sean Kristoff-Jones and Aya Diab) and intimate photography (Jeff Woo and
Martha Asencio-Rhine). That gorgeous digital design was a labor of love
(Justinian Hatbeld). And our mega-talented engagement team, particularly
Alexandra Urban, Neha Seenarine, Hannah Farrow, Meaghan Habuda and Jenna
Duncan, brought The Marked Man to readers on social media and in carefully
crafted newsletters.

For a look inside the story, Christopher and Dan were gracious enough to answer
a few questions.

How did you divide the labor of this project?

Christopher: By the time | came in on The Marked Man, Dan had already done
an incredible amount of work, especially in gathering records and transcripts.
HeOd also covered pieces of the story incrementally as a beat reporter. | canOt
stress how much his day-to-day work covering Tampa criminal justice for years
enriched this story, in ways that probably arenOt immediately apparent to the
reader. Stories like this take time, and not just the time you spend specibcally on
that project. At pbrst, | focused mostly on getting to know Robert on a more
personal level. HeOs good at reciting what happened to him in court, but he wasnOt
initially all that open about other aspects of his life. And since Dan also knew him,
we were able to really discuss every aspect of the story and push each other.
Neither of us were totally siloed off from anything. We both wrote sections, and
then would read and write through each otherOs work.

How did you go about bringing this era to life with such indelible detail? IOm
thinking of moments such as this one, when Barbara Grams leaves the
Tampa Bay Center mall: !

OShe clocked out past 9 p.m., after workers rolled down security cages
and exited past the dormant carousel and the ORisky BusinessO movie
poster with Tom Cruise peering over his Ray-Bans.O

Christopher: The No. 1 resource for these colorful, historical details were daily
newspaper archives, especially the Tampa Tribune and St. Petersburg Times, but



also a number of other papers around Florida. Newspapers have been covering
the daily happenings of the Tampa Bay region for more than 100 years, often in
great detail. You can comb through them and Pnd out what was happening on
exactly the day youOre looking for, from the front-page headline down to what
movies were playing at what time in what theaters. 1tOs part of why | tell people
they must support their local newspapers (in whatever form they take), not just for
daily news, but so thereQOs this archive in the future for people writing books and
articles and documentaries and feature blms based on true stories.

Dan: The story is also full of little pieces that were buried in police records and
court documents, which brought to life not just the places, but the people and the
atmosphere. 10m thinking in particular of details like the braid Barbara Grams wore
in her hair, the diet pills she took, the County Seat bag she carried, the police
Pnding Linda LansenOs abandoned car and wondering aloud if it was another
murder, and RobertOs angry outburst after the guilty verdict. All that stuff came
from records.

What was it like getting to know Robert DuBoise over the course of this
project?

Christopher: [tOs unusual, the relationship you develop with a source under these
circumstances. 1tOs not a friendship, itOs business, itOs work, and yet it is something
like a friendship, because weOre human and weOre sitting down together and
talking about very personal stuff over a period of months. Sometimes when a
journalist has been working with a subject for a long time, the journalist needs to
verify a certain detail, but when they start asking for proof, the subject feels hurt,

like, OWhat, after all this, you donOt believe me?0 That was never the case with
Robert. HeOd say, Ol understand. You have to get your own facts.O All he cared
about was that the story was told and told accurately. A person learns to be

patient having lived through what he did.

What stands out among everything you learned in the course of reporting
this story?

Dan: One thing that | think RobertOs story shows is just how hard it is to undo a
criminal conviction once a jury has said Oguilty.O Robert tried hard to win his
freedom. He even managed to get back into court in 2008 with a chance to



convince a judge to allow DNA testing in his case, to no avail. His efforts at parole
were repeatedly turned down. IOve thought a lot about that. Here you have a man
who was actually innocent and condemned to life in prison and yet there seemed
to be no way out for him. It raises all sorts of questions about the system and
fairness and what could be done to help people who might be stuck in a similar
situation. Another thing that surprised me with this story was that even after new
evidence pointed to someone else as the crimeOs actual perpetrator N someone
who had no connection to Robert N there remain people who refuse to believe
that Robert was innocent. As our story notes, politics seem to have clouded the
picture. But | also think there is something to be said here about human nature
and the reluctance to acknowledge mistakes.

What do you wish readers understood about the making of a project like
this?

Dan: Projects like this are not easy. For me, this one was mentally and physically
taxing, more so than just about anything else 10ve worked on in my career. Part of
it was the volume of material we had to obtain and the 40 yearsO worth of stuff we
had to sift through. It was challenging to decide which parts of the story
demanded the most attention. One thing | kept in mind, though, is that this story is
important. Parts of it had been told before, but as Robert himself told us, it
needed to be told in its entirety. It is one thing to tell some basic facts in a news
story, but stories like this one demand a deeper focus and a deeper
understanding. | think that N the desire to tell compelling and important stories N
is what drives many journalists like us. Yes, it is hard, but | believe it is worthwhile.
| trust that our readers think so, too.

What has the reaction to the story been like from readers?

Christopher: 10ve received nothing but positive feedback from readers, but in
their emails, they highlight different things they liked. Some were most moved by
RobertOs spirit and perseverance, some wanted to share disappointment in those
who canOt seem to let go of thinking Robert is guilty and some just loved being
pulled back into that earlier era of Tampa.

Dan: | also have heard nothing but good things. | think longtime Tampa Bay
residents in particular enjoyed the story for the way it captures the growth of the



city. The names and places were familiar to a lot of people.



[DIRK SHADD | Times]

In other news

We gathered this week to celebrate columnist Stephanie Hayes, the winner of our
second annual Paul C. Tash Journalist of the Year award, complete with a
comically large check and a regular-sized platter of cookies.

We had hoped to fete Steph a little sooner, but her appendix had other plans.

The Tash award goes to a single journalist at the Times Publishing Co. “who best
exemplifies the integrity, high journalistic standards and service to readers that



were trademarksO of our former chairman.

Stephanie brought a prop to the ceremony that happened to highlight what makes
her so special. It was a 2004 copy of the St. Petersburg Times, featuring her prst
front-page story.!

She was an editorial assistant, 20 years old, when she heard from her dad that
there was a strange problem at the hospital where he worked. Those once-
ubiquitous yellow LiveStrong bracelets had to be banned, apparently, because the
hospital used yellow bands to signal Odo not resuscitate.O They didnOt want any
mix-ups. Stephanie pitched the story but watched with dismay as it got handed off
to a reporter. Though she wasnOt yet a reporter herself, she stepped back in and
asked if she could do it instead. Steph told the story as a way of saying thank you
to a place that has so often given her the green light, but what | see in it is
someone who knows how to Pnd a good story and not let it go.

Staff writer Lauren Peace wrote a lovely tribute to StephanieOs amazing 20 years
at the Times. Congratulations on this well-deserved honor, Steph!!




Your support keeps the Times working for you

As a Times subscriber, you clearly value good local journalism, which we truly
appreciate. If you want to continue helping our mission, please consider making a
tax-deductible donation!to the!Tampa Bay Times!Journalism Fund.

Contact us Privacy policy Terms, conditions & copyright Standard of accuracy

© 2024 All Rights Reserved
Tampa Bay Times ¥490 First Avenue South ¥St. Petersburg, FL 33701 ¥727-893-8111

To ensure this email is delivered to your inbox, add!custserv@elist.tampabay.com to your address book.

You are receiving this email because you are alTampa Bay Times subscriber.!If youOd prefer not to receive
updates, you can unsubscribe from this email.
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[Courtesy of Pinellas County Sheriff's Ofbce]

Indictment accuses Pasco man of acting as
Chinese government agent

A federal indictment unsealed this week accuses a Pasco County man of
operating for years as an agent of the Chinese government, alleging that he
provided information on political dissidents and American people and
organizations to a Chinese intelligence service.

Federal agents on Saturday arrested Ping Li on charges of criminal conspiracy
and operating as an unregistered foreign agent. The indictment, which became
publicly visible today, describes numerous contacts Li is alleged to have had with
a Chinese intelligence ofpcer based in the city of Wuhan.

Li is an American citizen who emigrated from China, according to the indictment.
Since at least 2012, he worked at the direction of Chinese intelligence to obtain
information on Chinese dissidents and pro-Democracy advocates, members of a
Chinese religious movement, and U.S.-based organizations.This is a developing
story. For updates, visitltampabay.com.!

This is a developing story.!For updates,!visit tampabay.com.
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

Catch up on these five Times stories.

Saturday, July 27, 2024

Read today's e-Newspaper

Tampa Bay area will be well represented in the
2024 Olympics

From swimming to shooting to soccer to tennis, first-time and veteran Olympians
will represent Tampa Bay in the Paris Games. Read more

USF St. Pete took down Pride, BLM flags.
Students want to know why.

The university said it was evaluating
how flags are selected and rotated,
but minority student groups felt
targeted. Read more

What did Andrew Warren’s legal rulings actually
say?

The Democrat’s 2022 suspension
hangs over this year’s race for
Hillsborough state attorney. Here’s a
look at why he was suspended and
his legal fight to be return to office
Read more

Dogs rescued from electric scooter fire inside

Tampa home: Watch video

The flames sparked from one of
several scooters and bikes scattered
throughout the house. Read more

Disney World tickets explained: How the new
Genie+ and Lightning Lane system works

Starting July 24, you can reserve a
spot in line in your favorite
attractions. Here are some rules of
the road. Read more

INSIDE THE TIMES

Sonia A. Rao covers a news conference near the USF Tampa campus on June 28. [DIRK SHADD | Times]

Hear from our 2024 interns

There’s a new summer intern class at the Times. They’ve brought their talents
and enthusiasm to our newsroom to chase news all over the Tampa Bay area,
creating photos, stories and newsletters like this one while honing their skills and
learning on the fly. The class includes two Florida students. The other seven have
joined us from universities around the country.

As the lone Tampa Bay resident of the bunch, engagement producer Justin
Seecharan asked a few of the out-of-towners about their time here so far.

This Q&A has been edited for length and clarity.
What was your first impression of Florida?

Gabrielle Lazor, culture reporter: | repeatedly heard that the state is a gold
mine for journalism with its eccentric characters and arsenal of untold stories.
Honestly, my internship experience merely reinforced my first impression. This
place is wild.

Sonia A. Rao, education reporter: | was unenthused (but not surprised) by how
hot it is! The humidity really adds to the heat in a way | did not anticipate. | was
also struck by Florida’s natural beauty. There are so many ways to explore the
outdoors here.

What stories have you covered that you feel have made an impact?

Nina Moske, politics reporter: One of my first stories was about recent changes
to the vote-by-mail process. Many readers were unaware that they needed to re-
request a mail ballot to vote that way in Florida this year. | received many emails
thanking me for my reporting. Some readers said that if they hadn’t read my story,
they wouldn’t have been able to vote this year.

Dylan Townsend, photographer: I’'m going to say St. Pete Pride coverage,
because I've actually had people recognize my photos/name from Pride while out
and about.

In terms of Tampa Bay’s culture and community, what have you learned?

Sonia: So many people who live in Florida are not from Florida!l

Gabrielle: I've truly enjoyed learning about the area’s appreciation for the arts.

Today's DayStarter was compiled by Justin Seecharan and Meaghan Habuda.

Did someone forward this to you? Get DayStarter and more free newsletters
in your own inbox. Sign up here.
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[DYLAN TOWNSEND! | Times]

Hurricane Debby rainfall shows indirect hit to
Tampa Bay can still be disastrous

Storm forecasters say it often: Look at the potential impacts of a storm, not just
those eye-catching wind speed numbers that determine a hurricaneOs category.

Hurricane Debby showed why.

As forecast, Debby passed Tampa Bay as a tropical storm without making landfall
here, but it moved in slow motion. Inch after inch, hour after hour, feeder bands of
rain lashed the region, causing water to pool along roads and overf3ow from
swollen rivers.

Though Debby was far weaker than recent Florida hurricanes like Idalia and lan,
becoming at its peak a Category 1 storm, familiar images of washed-out roads
and inundated homes emerged from the greater Tampa Bay region. At least four
deaths across Florida were attributed to the storm.

Read more about the destruction left behind by DebbyOs torrential rains
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[Times (2020)]

Florida pauses popular Pasco scallop season after
unsafe toxins found in water

State wildlife ofPcials announced Wednesday they are temporarily closing all state
waters along Pasco County south of the Hernando county line to recreational
scallop harvesting after water quality tests found unsafe toxins produced by
harmful algal blooms.

Ofpcials said they detected potentially harmful levels of an algal bloom called
Pyrodinium bahamense and the toxins it creates. The so-called saxitoxin can
build up in shellbpsh and lead to human illness if a contaminated scallop is
consumed, according to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

The closed waters, which include north of the Anclote Key Lighthouse in northern
Pinellas County, wonOt reopen until water tests return to safe levels established by
the National ShellPsh Sanitation Program, according to the Florida wildlife
commission.

Read our breakdown of the situation here.

Did someone forward this to you? Get News Alerts in your own inbox next
time. It's free to subscribe. !Sign up here .
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[Courtesy of The National Hurricane Center]

A tropical depression could form, bringing rough
weather to Tampa Bay

Weather forecasters today urged Tampa Bay residents, particularly those in 3ood-
prone areas, to prepare for a potential tropical system expected to form in the
Gulf of Mexico as early as this weekend.

The system could bring heavy rain to the Tampa Bay area by Sunday morning.
Forecasters warned the storm is likely to strengthen as it sloshes through
warmer-than-average gulf waters.

Citing the threat of heavy rainfall, Gov. Ron DeSantis this afternoon issued a state
of emergency for 54 counties, including Pinellas, Pasco, Hillsborough and
Manatee.O

Based on meteorological reports, there is signibcant threat of heavy rainfall over
most of the State of Florida, with the possibility of at least twelve (12) inches of

rainfall over the next seven (7) days,O the memorandum states.

Read more about the system and what forecasters are saying.

Did someone forward this to you? Get News Alerts in your own inbox next
time. It's free to subscribe. !Sign up here .
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https:/www.usforacle.com/2023/09/25/sgs-computer-services- 24 7.6%
introduces-updated-technology/
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property-taxes-will-do-more-harm-than-good/
http:/www.instagram.com/usforacle 1 0.3%
Total Click-throu ghs 314 100%
Send History
History of this email being sent including how many people it was sent to.
Date Sent Count  Status
Sun, Oct 1, 2023 700 am EDT 113¢ Your email has been successfully re-sent to non-openers.
Fri, Sep 29, 2023 700 am EDT 2900 Your email has been successfully sent.

Template Name : CPE-PT1783
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Home Contact us $ )/O Upgrade Gloria %

Marketing campaigns  +

Contacts + Reporting Tools +

Email P erformance

See how your emails are doing with your audience. Compare your results to the industry average.

Sent

Open Rate

49.4%

Click Rate "

12.6%

Original Resend Total Original Resend Total

Opens 122« 264 148¢ Clicks 302 62 364
Sent 2992 175C 4742 Did Not O pen 1665 147¢  314<
Bounces 108 7 11( Unsubscribed 0 i i
Successful Deliver ies 2889 174: 4632  Spam Reports 0 i i
Desktop Open Percentage 81.3%  Mobile Open Percentage 18.7%

Recommendations

Have a product idea or request? Submit it here!

© 1996 - 2023 Constant Contact, Inc. Terms of Service Acceptable Use Policy Anti-Spam

Privacy Center Vulnerability Disclosure Do Not Sell or Share My Personal Information Share Screen



Home Contact us $ Yo

Marketing campaigns  +

Contacts + Reporting Tools +

Create +
When a contact clicks a link in your email, we'll show you the stats here.

Upgrade

Gloria ¢+

Original Send

Link Segmentation  Unique Cli cks Distribut ion
usts

https:/www.usforacle.com/2023/10/11/university-police-investigates- 140 31.8%
bomb-threat-to-usf-hillel/
https:/www.usforacle.com/2023/10/12/we-knew-we-had-to-do- 12C 27.3%
something-usf-students-rally-to-show-solidarity-with-palestine/
https:/www.usforacle.com/2023/10/12/low-attendance-expected-for- 61 13.9%
Igbtg-history-month-events-coordinator-says/
https:/www.usforacle.com/2023/10/12/homecoming-football-game- 36 8.2%
fiasco-when-green-and-gold-went-out-of-style/
https:/www.usforacle.com/2023/10/11/that-wasnt-us-defense-looking- Sports 27 6.1%
to-rebound-after-disappointing-performance-against-uab/ engagement
https:/www.usforacle.com/2023/10/12/opinion-students-shouldnt- 18 4.1%
struggle-to-find-lab-accessibility/
https:/www.usforacle.com/category/news/ 1z 2.7%
https:/www.usforacle.com/2023/10/10/opinion-end-polarization- 1C 2.3%
mandate-hands-on-engagement-with-government/
https:/www.usforacle.com/2023/10/09/womens-basketball-places- Sports 4 0.9%
first-in-preseason-poll-for-fourth-consecutive-year/ engagement
https:/www.solsmilelounge.com/ 3 0.7%
https:/www.usforacle.com/2023/10/09/homecoming-issue-2023/ 3 0.7%
https:/www.the-cays.com/ 3 0.7%
http:/www.usforacle.com/ 1 0.2%
https:/www.usforacle.com/category/fopinion/ 1 0.2%
https:/www.usffcu.com/ 1 0.2%
Total Click-throu ghs 440 100%
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Home Contact us $ )/O Upgrade Gloria %

Marketing campaigns  +

Contacts + Reporting Tools +

Email P erformance

See how your emails are doing with your audience. Compare your results to the industry average.

Sent

271

Open Rate

71.2%

Click Rate "

20.6%

Original Resend Total Original Resend Total

Opens 167C 241 191 Clicks 496 43 539
Sent 271 101: 372: Did Not O pen 945 764  170¢
Bounces 96 7 103 Unsubscribed 0 0 0
Successful Deliver ies 261t 1005 3620 Spam Reports 0 0 0
Desktop Open Percentage 82.8%  Mobile Open Percentage 17.2%

Recommendations

Have a product idea or request? Submit it here!

© 1996 - 2023 Constant Contact, Inc. Terms of Service Acceptable Use Policy Anti-Spam

Privacy Center Vulnerability Disclosure Do Not Sell or Share My Personal Information Share Screen



Home Contact us $ Yo

Marketing campaigns  +

Contacts + Reporting Tools +

Create +
When a contact clicks a link in your email, we'll show you the stats here.

Upgrade

Gloria ¢+

Original Send
Link Unique Cli cks Distribut ion
https:/www.usforacle.com/2023/07/06/university-police-investigating-potential- 409 63.8%
suicide-at-beard-garage/
https:/www.usforacle.com/2023/07/04/will-usfs-on-campus-stadium-be-more-trouble- 92 14.4%
than-its-worth-faculty-speak-up/
https:/www.usforacle.com/2023/07/04/usf-developing-plan-to-increase-black- 48 7.5%
enrollment/
https:/www.usforacle.com/2023/07/03/opinion-new-diversity-legislation-will-only- 32 5%
worsen-usfs-staffing-issues/
https:/www.usforacle.com/2023/07/04/opinion-desantis-veto-of-nursing-stem-building- 29 4.5%
funding-hurts-students/
https:/www.usforacle.com/2023/07/04/chris-cates-returns-to-usf-baseball-coaching- 14 2.2%
staff/
https:fwww.dell.com/en-us/Ip/usf?link_number=126352427&c=us&l=en&tfcid=1056581& 4 0.6%
cid=316360&Iid=5993986&dgc=msé&
cpn=ArmMppM_ArmMppCP_ArmMppS_ArmMppVAR&ACCT=595727070
http:/www.usforacle.com/ 4 0.6%
https:/www.usforacle.com/category/news/ 4 0.6%
https:/www.usforacle.com/categorylopinion/ 2 0.3%
http:/www.twitter.com/usforacle 1 0.2%
https:/www.usforacle.com/2023/06/21/will-the-new-aau-status-aid-usfs-staffing- 1 0.2%
issues-faculty-and-administration-weigh-in/
https:/www.usforacle.com/2023/06/16/usf-sees-largest-recurring-increase-to- 1 0.2%
operational-budget-in-2023-24-state-budget-2/
Total Click-throu ghs 641 100%
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